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About CRG
While the field of biotechnology holds the potential for
dramatic progress in the future, it is also full of misinformation and exaggerated claims. Indeed, biotechnology
presents profound national and global policy concerns as
well; including the potential impact of scientific developments on human rights and public health. Now, more than
ever, there is the need for a strong, independent watchdog.
Since 1983, the Council for Responsible Genetics (CRG)
has represented the public interest and fostered public
debate about the social, ethical and environmental
implications of genetic technologies. CRG is the only
biotech public interest organization that is explicitly
dedicated to examining the best science, interpreting the
results, assessing the implications, communicating them
to a general audience and facilitating meaningful,
measurable change.
CRG continues to carry out these functions through the
creation of coalitions of scholars and advocates; translation
of scientific and policy analyses into clear and accessible
terms for the public, social justice advocates, legislators
and the media; and by providing an international, sciencebased source of credible, trusted, current and reliable
information on the impacts and implications of developments in biotechnology. CRG staff and Board members
regularly assist policy makers and have testified before
Congress, Federal agencies, regulatory bodies and state
legislatures.
The Council for Responsible Genetics is a leader in the
movement to steer biotechnology toward the advancement
of public health, environmental protection, equal justice,
and respect for human rights through lasting policy reform
in the United States and around the world.

The Central Principles of CRG

CRG Milestones

The public must have access to clear and understandable information on technological innovations.

CRG’s many accomplishments over the past quarter
century include:

The public must be able to participate in public and
private decision making concerning technological
developments and their implementation.

1985
n	Raising public attention to the potential use of recombinant
DNA for biological weapons; educating Congress, and
scientific bodies.
n	Leading the successful effort to establish civil penalties
under the Biological Weapons Convention.

New technologies must meet social needs. Problems
rooted in poverty, racism, and other forms of inequality
cannot be remedied by technology alone.

1996

n	Compilation of the first documentation of genetic

GeneWatch
It is hard to keep up with the
rush of information and
opinion coming out as the
result of the rapid growth in
genetic research and technology today. Even without our
fully realizing it, genetic
technology is entering almost
every area of our lives; from
the genetically modified foods
that we eat, to the biodiversity of our eco-system, from
human health and reproductive technologies to the
operation of the criminal justice system. The public
needs information from a trusted source. For over 25
years GeneWatch, CRG’s award-winning magazine,
has filled this critical role.
GeneWatch covers a broad spectrum of domestic and
international issues, from genetically engineered foods
to biological weapons, genetic privacy and discrimination, reproductive technologies, and human cloning.
GeneWatch features articles by international experts in
the field, interviews of critical figures, profiles of every
day individuals impacted by developments in biotechnology and reviews of books and movies.
GeneWatch is available by subscription for delivery or
for free online. Please visit the CRG website for more
information at www.councilforresponsiblegenetics.org.

discrimination; putting the issue on the public agenda.

2000

n	Publication of a Citizen’s Guide to Genetically Modified

Food and Genetically Engineered Food: Changing the
Nature of Nature.
n	Promotion of the Safe Seed Campaign.
2005

n	Issuance of a Genetic Bill of Rights, and publication of

Rights and Liberties in the Biotech Age which jumpstarted a serious national discussion of policy and action.

2008

n	Successful enactment of the Genetic Information

Nondiscrimination Act (GINA) preventing genetic
discrimination in employment and health insurance in an
effort led by the President of CRG.
n	Organization of a national conference on human rights
and forensic DNA databanks.
2009

n	Organization of a coast to coast series of workshops on

race and genetics.

2010

n	Leadership of a successful campaign to eliminate an

invasive student genetic testing program at the University of California, Berkeley.

2011

n	Leadership of a successful campaign to enact a landmark

genetic privacy and nondiscrimination law in California.

n	Publication of Race and the Genetic Revolution, a critical

examination of the impact of modern genetics on race.

n	Founding of the Forensic Genetics Policy Initiative, a

global rigts campagin for DNA database standards.
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